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Truth, Proclamation and Authenticity of Life in the Digital Age

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On the occasion of the 45th World Day of Social Communications, I would like to share some 

UHӿHFWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�PRWLYDWHG�E\�D�SKHQRPHQRQ�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�RXU�DJH��WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�
WKH�LQWHUQHW�DV�D�QHWZRUN�IRU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��,W�LV�DQ�HYHU�PRUH�FRPPRQO\�KHOG�RSLQLRQ�WKDW��
MXVW�DV�WKH�,QGXVWULDO�5HYROXWLRQ�LQ�LWV�GD\�EURXJKW�DERXW�D�SURIRXQG�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�VRFLHW\�
E\�WKH�PRGLӾFDWLRQV�LW�LQWURGXFHG�LQWR�WKH�F\FOHV�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�OLYHV�RI�ZRUNHUV��VR�
WRGD\�WKH�UDGLFDO�FKDQJHV�WDNLQJ�SODFH�LQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�DUH�JXLGLQJ�VLJQLӾFDQW�FXOWXUDO�DQG�
VRFLDO�GHYHORSPHQWV��7KH�QHZ�WHFKQRORJLHV�DUH�QRW�RQO\�FKDQJLQJ�WKH�ZD\�ZH�FRPPXQLFDWH��
EXW�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�LWVHOI��VR�PXFK�VR�WKDW�LW�FRXOG�EH�VDLG�WKDW�ZH�DUH�OLYLQJ�WKURXJK�D�
SHULRG�RI�YDVW�FXOWXUDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��7KLV�PHDQV�RI�VSUHDGLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�
LV�JLYLQJ�ELUWK�WR�D�QHZ�ZD\�RI�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�WKLQNLQJ��ZLWK�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�
HVWDEOLVKLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�EXLOGLQJ�IHOORZVKLS�

1HZ�KRUL]RQV�DUH�QRZ�RSHQ�WKDW�ZHUH�XQWLO�UHFHQWO\�XQLPDJLQDEOH��WKH\�VWLU�RXU�ZRQGHU�DW�WKH�SRVVLELOLWLHV�
RӽHUHG�E\�WKHVH�QHZ�PHGLD�DQG��DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��XUJHQWO\�GHPDQG�D�VHULRXV�UHӿHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�VLJQLӾFDQFH�RI�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�DJH��7KLV�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�HYLGHQW�ZKHQ�ZH�DUH�FRQIURQWHG�ZLWK�WKH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�
SRWHQWLDO�RI�WKH�LQWHUQHW�DQG�WKH�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�LWV�XVHV��$V�ZLWK�HYHU\�RWKHU�IUXLW�RI�KXPDQ�LQJHQXLW\��WKH�QHZ�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�WHFKQRORJLHV�PXVW�EH�SODFHG�DW�WKH�VHUYLFH�RI�WKH�LQWHJUDO�JRRG�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�RI�WKH�
ZKROH�RI�KXPDQLW\��,I�XVHG�ZLVHO\��WKH\�FDQ�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�RI�WKH�GHVLUH�IRU�PHDQLQJ��WUXWK�DQG�
XQLW\�ZKLFK�UHPDLQ�WKH�PRVW�SURIRXQG�DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�HDFK�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�

,Q�WKH�GLJLWDO�ZRUOG��WUDQVPLWWLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�PHDQV�PDNLQJ�LW�NQRZQ�ZLWKLQ�D�VRFLDO�QHWZRUN�ZKHUH�
NQRZOHGJH�LV�VKDUHG�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�SHUVRQDO�H[FKDQJHV��7KH�FOHDU�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SURGXFHU�DQG�
FRQVXPHU�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�UHODWLYL]HG�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�DSSHDUV�QRW�RQO\�DV�DQ�H[FKDQJH�RI�GDWD��EXW�DOVR�DV�
D�IRUP�RI�VKDULQJ��7KLV�G\QDPLF�KDV�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�D�QHZ�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�LWVHOI��ZKLFK�LV�VHHQ�
ӾUVW�RI�DOO�DV�GLDORJXH��H[FKDQJH��VROLGDULW\�DQG�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�SRVLWLYH�UHODWLRQV��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKLV�LV�
FRQWUDVWHG�ZLWK�WKH�OLPLWV�W\SLFDO�RI�GLJLWDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��WKH�RQH�VLGHGQHVV�RI�WKH�LQWHUDFWLRQ��WKH�WHQGHQF\�
WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�RQO\�VRPH�SDUWV�RI�RQH·V�LQWHULRU�ZRUOG��WKH�ULVN�RI�FRQVWUXFWLQJ�D�IDOVH�LPDJH�RI�RQHVHOI��ZKLFK�
FDQ�EHFRPH�D�IRUP�RI�VHOI�LQGXOJHQFH�

<RXQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�DUH�H[SHULHQFLQJ�WKLV�FKDQJH�LQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��ZLWK�DOO�WKH�DQ[LHWLHV��FKDOOHQJHV�
DQG�FUHDWLYLW\�W\SLFDO�RI�WKRVH�RSHQ�ZLWK�HQWKXVLDVP�DQG�FXULRVLW\�WR�QHZ�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�OLIH��7KHLU�HYHU�JUHDWHU�
LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�SXEOLF�GLJLWDO�IRUXP��FUHDWHG�E\�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNV��KHOSV�WR�HVWDEOLVK�QHZ�IRUPV�
RI�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�UHODWLRQV��LQӿXHQFHV�VHOI�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�LQHYLWDEO\�SRVHV�TXHVWLRQV�QRW�RQO\�RI�KRZ�
WR�DFW�SURSHUO\��EXW�DOVR�DERXW�WKH�DXWKHQWLFLW\�RI�RQH·V�RZQ�EHLQJ��(QWHULQJ�F\EHUVSDFH�FDQ�EH�D�VLJQ�RI�DQ�
DXWKHQWLF�VHDUFK�IRU�SHUVRQDO�HQFRXQWHUV�ZLWK�RWKHUV��SURYLGHG�WKDW�DWWHQWLRQ�LV�SDLG�WR�DYRLGLQJ�GDQJHUV�VXFK�
DV�HQFORVLQJ�RQHVHOI�LQ�D�VRUW�RI�SDUDOOHO�H[LVWHQFH��RU�H[FHVVLYH�H[SRVXUH�WR�WKH�YLUWXDO�ZRUOG��,Q�WKH�VHDUFK�
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IRU�VKDULQJ��IRU�´IULHQGVµ��WKHUH�LV�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�WR�EH�DXWKHQWLF�DQG�IDLWKIXO��DQG�QRW�JLYH�LQ�WR�WKH�LOOXVLRQ�RI�
FRQVWUXFWLQJ�DQ�DUWLӾFLDO�SXEOLF�SURӾOH�IRU�RQHVHOI�

7KH�QHZ�WHFKQRORJLHV�DOORZ�SHRSOH�WR�PHHW�HDFK�RWKHU�EH\RQG�WKH�FRQӾQHV�RI�VSDFH�DQG�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�FXOWXUH��
FUHDWLQJ�LQ�WKLV�ZD\�DQ�HQWLUHO\�QHZ�ZRUOG�RI�SRWHQWLDO�IULHQGVKLSV��7KLV�LV�D�JUHDW�RSSRUWXQLW\��EXW�LW�DOVR�
UHTXLUHV�JUHDWHU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�DQG�DZDUHQHVV�RI�SRVVLEOH�ULVNV��:KR�LV�P\�´QHLJKERXUµ�LQ�WKLV�QHZ�ZRUOG"�'RHV�
WKH�GDQJHU�H[LVW�WKDW�ZH�PD\�EH�OHVV�SUHVHQW�WR�WKRVH�ZKRP�ZH�HQFRXQWHU�LQ�RXU�HYHU\GD\�OLIH"�,V�WKHUH�LV�D�
ULVN�RI�EHLQJ�PRUH�GLVWUDFWHG�EHFDXVH�RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�LV�IUDJPHQWHG�DQG�DEVRUEHG�LQ�D�ZRUOG�´RWKHUµ�WKDQ�WKH�
RQH�LQ�ZKLFK�ZH�OLYH"�'R�ZH�KDYH�WLPH�WR�UHӿHFW�FULWLFDOO\�RQ�RXU�FKRLFHV�DQG�WR�IRVWHU�KXPDQ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�
ZKLFK�DUH�WUXO\�GHHS�DQG�ODVWLQJ"�,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�DOZD\V�WR�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�YLUWXDO�FRQWDFW�FDQQRW�DQG�PXVW�QRW�
WDNH�WKH�SODFH�RI�GLUHFW�KXPDQ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�SHRSOH�DW�HYHU\�OHYHO�RI�RXU�OLYHV�

,Q�WKH�GLJLWDO�DJH�WRR��HYHU\RQH�LV�FRQIURQWHG�E\�WKH�QHHG�IRU�DXWKHQWLFLW\�DQG�UHӿHFWLRQ��%HVLGHV��WKH�
G\QDPLF�LQKHUHQW�LQ�WKH�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNV�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKDW�D�SHUVRQ�LV�DOZD\V�LQYROYHG�LQ�ZKDW�KH�RU�VKH�
FRPPXQLFDWHV��:KHQ�SHRSOH�H[FKDQJH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��WKH\�DUH�DOUHDG\�VKDULQJ�WKHPVHOYHV��WKHLU�YLHZ�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG��WKHLU�KRSHV��WKHLU�LGHDOV��,W�IROORZV�WKDW�WKHUH�H[LVWV�D�&KULVWLDQ�ZD\�RI�EHLQJ�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�
ZRUOG��WKLV�WDNHV�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�ZKLFK�LV�KRQHVW�DQG�RSHQ��UHVSRQVLEOH�DQG�UHVSHFWIXO�RI�
RWKHUV��7R�SURFODLP�WKH�*RVSHO�WKURXJK�WKH�QHZ�PHGLD�PHDQV�QRW�RQO\�WR�LQVHUW�H[SUHVVO\�UHOLJLRXV�FRQWHQW�
LQWR�GLӽHUHQW�PHGLD�SODWIRUPV��EXW�DOVR�WR�ZLWQHVV�FRQVLVWHQWO\��LQ�RQH·V�RZQ�GLJLWDO�SURӾOH�DQG�LQ�WKH�ZD\�
RQH�FRPPXQLFDWHV�FKRLFHV��SUHIHUHQFHV�DQG�MXGJHPHQWV�WKDW�DUH�IXOO\�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�*RVSHO��HYHQ�ZKHQ�
LW�LV�QRW�VSRNHQ�RI�VSHFLӾFDOO\��)XUWKHUPRUH��LW�LV�DOVR�WUXH�LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�ZRUOG�WKDW�D�PHVVDJH�FDQQRW�EH�
SURFODLPHG�ZLWKRXW�D�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWQHVV�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKH�RQH�ZKR�SURFODLPV�LW��,Q�WKHVH�QHZ�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�
DQG�ZLWK�WKHVH�QHZ�IRUPV�RI�H[SUHVVLRQ��&KULVWLDQ�DUH�RQFH�DJDLQ�FDOOHG�WR�RӽHU�D�UHVSRQVH�WR�DQ\RQH�ZKR�
DVNV�IRU�D�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKH�KRSH�WKDW�LV�ZLWKLQ�WKHP��FI����3HW�������

7KH�WDVN�RI�ZLWQHVVLQJ�WR�WKH�*RVSHO�LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�HUD�FDOOV�IRU�HYHU\RQH�WR�EH�SDUWLFXODUO\�DWWHQWLYH�WR�WKH�
DVSHFWV�RI�WKDW�PHVVDJH�ZKLFK�FDQ�FKDOOHQJH�VRPH�RI�WKH�ZD\V�RI�WKLQNLQJ�W\SLFDO�RI�WKH�ZHE��)LUVW�RI�DOO��
ZH�PXVW�EH�DZDUH�WKDW�WKH�WUXWK�ZKLFK�ZH�ORQJ�WR�VKDUH�GRHV�QRW�GHULYH�LWV�ZRUWK�IURP�LWV�´SRSXODULW\µ�RU�
IURP�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�DWWHQWLRQ�LW�UHFHLYHV��:H�PXVW�PDNH�LW�NQRZQ�LQ�LWV�LQWHJULW\��LQVWHDG�RI�VHHNLQJ�WR�PDNH�
LW�DFFHSWDEOH�RU�GLOXWLQJ�LW��,W�PXVW�EHFRPH�GDLO\�QRXULVKPHQW�DQG�QRW�D�ӿHHWLQJ�DWWUDFWLRQ��7KH�WUXWK�RI�WKH�
*RVSHO�LV�QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�EH�FRQVXPHG�RU�XVHG�VXSHUӾFLDOO\��UDWKHU�LW�LV�D�JLIW�WKDW�FDOOV�IRU�D�IUHH�UHVSRQVH��
(YHQ�ZKHQ�LW�LV�SURFODLPHG�LQ�WKH�YLUWXDO�VSDFH�RI�WKH�ZHE��WKH�*RVSHO�GHPDQGV�WR�EH�LQFDUQDWHG�LQ�WKH�UHDO�
ZRUOG�DQG�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�UHDO�IDFHV�RI�RXU�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV��WKRVH�ZLWK�ZKRP�ZH�VKDUH�RXU�GDLO\�OLYHV��'LUHFW�
human relations always remain fundamental for the transmission of the faith!

,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WKHQ�WR�LQYLWH�&KULVWLDQV��FRQӾGHQWO\�DQG�ZLWK�DQ�LQIRUPHG�DQG�UHVSRQVLEOH�FUHDWLYLW\��WR�MRLQ�
WKH�QHWZRUN�RI�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZKLFK�WKH�GLJLWDO�HUD�KDV�PDGH�SRVVLEOH��7KLV�LV�QRW�VLPSO\�WR�VDWLVI\�WKH�GHVLUH�
WR�EH�SUHVHQW��EXW�EHFDXVH�WKLV�QHWZRUN�LV�DQ�LQWHJUDO�SDUW�RI�KXPDQ�OLIH��7KH�ZHE�LV�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�WKH�
GHYHORSPHQW�RI�QHZ�DQG�PRUH�FRPSOH[�LQWHOOHFWXDO�DQG�VSLULWXDO�KRUL]RQV��QHZ�IRUPV�RI�VKDUHG�DZDUHQHVV��
,Q�WKLV�ӾHOG�WRR�ZH�DUH�FDOOHG�WR�SURFODLP�RXU�IDLWK�WKDW�&KULVW�LV�*RG��WKH�6DYLRXU�RI�KXPDQLW\�DQG�RI�KLVWRU\��
WKH�RQH�LQ�ZKRP�DOO�WKLQJV�ӾQG�WKHLU�IXOӾOPHQW��FI��(SK��������7KH�SURFODPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�*RVSHO�UHTXLUHV�
D�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�ZKLFK�LV�DW�RQFH�UHVSHFWIXO�DQG�VHQVLWLYH��ZKLFK�VWLPXODWHV�WKH�KHDUW�DQG�PRYHV�WKH�
FRQVFLHQFH��RQH�ZKLFK�UHӿHFWV�WKH�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�ULVHQ�-HVXV�ZKHQ�KH�MRLQHG�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�RQ�WKH�ZD\�WR�
(PPDXV��FI��/N������������%\�KLV�DSSURDFK�WR�WKHP��KLV�GLDORJXH�ZLWK�WKHP��KLV�ZD\�RI�JHQWO\�GUDZLQJ�IRUWK�
ZKDW�ZDV�LQ�WKHLU�KHDUW��WKH\�ZHUH�OHG�JUDGXDOO\�WR�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�P\VWHU\�

,Q�WKH�ӾQDO�DQDO\VLV��WKH�WUXWK�RI�&KULVW�LV�WKH�IXOO�DQG�DXWKHQWLF�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKDW�KXPDQ�GHVLUH�IRU�UHODWLRQVKLS��
FRPPXQLRQ�DQG�PHDQLQJ�ZKLFK�LV�UHӿHFWHG�LQ�WKH�LPPHQVH�SRSXODULW\�RI�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNV��%HOLHYHUV�ZKR�
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EHDU�ZLWQHVV�WR�WKHLU�PRVW�SURIRXQG�FRQYLFWLRQV�JUHDWO\�KHOS�SUHYHQW�WKH�ZHE�IURP�EHFRPLQJ�DQ�LQVWUXPHQW�
ZKLFK�GHSHUVRQDOL]HV�SHRSOH��DWWHPSWV�WR�PDQLSXODWH�WKHP�HPRWLRQDOO\�RU�DOORZV�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�SRZHUIXO�WR�
PRQRSROL]H�WKH�RSLQLRQV�RI�RWKHUV��2Q�WKH�FRQWUDU\��EHOLHYHUV�HQFRXUDJH�HYHU\RQH�WR�NHHS�DOLYH�WKH�HWHUQDO�
KXPDQ�TXHVWLRQV�ZKLFK�WHVWLI\�WR�RXU�GHVLUH�IRU�WUDQVFHQGHQFH�DQG�RXU�ORQJLQJ�IRU�DXWKHQWLF�IRUPV�RI�OLIH��
WUXO\�ZRUWK\�RI�EHLQJ�OLYHG��,W�LV�SUHFLVHO\�WKLV�XQLTXHO\�KXPDQ�VSLULWXDO�\HDUQLQJ�ZKLFK�LQVSLUHV�RXU�TXHVW�IRU�
WUXWK�DQG�IRU�FRPPXQLRQ�DQG�ZKLFK�LPSHOV�XV�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�LQWHJULW\�DQG�KRQHVW\�
,�LQYLWH�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DERYH�DOO�WR�PDNH�JRRG�XVH�RI�WKHLU�SUHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�GLJLWDO�ZRUOG��,�UHSHDW�P\�LQYLWDWLRQ�
WR�WKHP�IRU�WKH�QH[W�:RUOG�<RXWK�'D\�LQ�0DGULG��ZKHUH�WKH�QHZ�WHFKQRORJLHV�DUH�FRQWULEXWLQJ�JUHDWO\�WR�
WKH�SUHSDUDWLRQV��7KURXJK�WKH�LQWHUFHVVLRQ�RI�WKHLU�SDWURQ�6DLQW�)UDQFLV�GH�6DOHV��,�SUD\�WKDW�*RG�PD\�JUDQW�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�ZRUNHUV�WKH�FDSDFLW\�DOZD\V�WR�FDUU\�RXW�WKHLU�ZRUN�FRQVFLHQWLRXVO\�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOO\��7R�DOO��
,�ZLOOLQJO\�LPSDUW�P\�$SRVWROLF�%OHVVLQJ�

)URP�WKH�9DWLFDQ�����-DQXDU\�������)HDVW�RI�6DLQW�)UDQFLV�GH�6DOHV
%(1(',&786�33��;9,


